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Monthly Newsletter – Victoria ward
Hello,

This is your monthly newsletter for August 2021 for the Victoria ward from PCSO Oliver Welch. 

Crime has remained low in the ward during the month of August with only several crimes of particular interest to bring to your attention. . I must inform you of a burglary that took place within the ward and remind you to ensure that you leave your property safe and secure whenever you are out. There have also been several reports of criminal damage within the ward and again I must remind residents to remain vigilant and report any incidents of crime.
Youths carrying catapults continues to be the top Anti-social behaviour issue in and around the Victoria Park area. I must urge all readers to call police immediately if they witness this and provide as most accurate identification as possible to assist officers in catching the individuals involved.

Crime statistics can be found at: https://www.police.uk/

[image: ]Alternatively, Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) send out regular updates in relation to crimes that have happened in the Ashford area. If you wish to receive these updates directly then please contact Andrew Judd who is the Volunteer and Neighbourhood Watch Liaison Officer. His contact details are as follows:
Tel: 	01233 896151
Email:   andrew.judd@kent.police.uk
Address: 	Ashford Police Station,
		Tufton Street,
		Ashford
		TN23 1BT


I have included some examples of good work being carried out across the ward below. We have a very active twitter account that highlights on-going issues within the district and showcases the proactive work that officers carry out on a day to day basis. Should you wish to keep updated follow the account @kentpoliceash 
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Drug driving targeted in national campaign
Motorists are being urged to drive safely as part of a national campaign targeting those who take the risk of driving whilst under the influence of drugs.

From the Monday 23rd to Sunday 29th August 2021 officers from Kent Police will be out in force across the county, working with our partners to follow an intelligence led approach to target those who recklessly drug drive.

They will be proactively patrolling and targeting high risk locations to identify and prosecute motorists who are impaired by drugs.

Officers will be carrying out roadside drug wipes and field impairment tests at all times during the day and night to ensure those who break the law are arrested, charged and put before the courts.

Drug driving is recognised nationally as one of the four main causes of death or serious injury on the roads.  These main factors are also known as the ‘Fatal 4’. When driving under the influence of drugs you can impair your awareness, judgement and reaction times and put yourself and other road users at risk.

Chief Inspector Elena Hall from Kent Police’s Roads Policing Unit said: ‘The impact of drug driving can be devastating and our officers are committed to keeping the roads across Kent safe.

‘Drivers need to remember they are not only risking their own life, but the lives of their passengers as well as other innocent motorists or pedestrians.  
‘If you are caught drug driving you could face prison time, an unlimited fine and a driving ban. There is no excuse for driving under the influence of illegal substances.’

Officers will be working closely with both Kent County Council and Medway Council throughout this week of action.

Kent County Council’s Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport, David Brazier, said: ‘Taking drugs and driving can have serious consequences, apart from the fact it is illegal.

‘Being under the influence of substances can cause blurred vision, erratic and aggressive behaviour, nausea, hallucinations, panic attacks, paranoia, shakes, dizziness and fatigue.

‘I would urge everyone to think about how they might be able to react in an emergency and understand what is going on around them.’

Cllr Phil Filmer, Medway Council’s Portfolio Holder for Frontline Services, said: ‘There is never an excuse for driving under the influence of any substance. Not only is drug-driving illegal it’s incredibly dangerous and can have a devastating impact on people’s lives. I would encourage residents to act responsibly and help reduce the number of incidents on our roads.’

Below is advice from our Crime Prevention Advice Officer

This month I will tailor the advice to residential burglaries:

· Keep keys and valuables out of sight, away from doors and windows – but know where they are in case of emergency
· Watch out for bogus callers and always ask for identification if an unexpected caller comes to your home. If you are unsure, don’t let them in and report it to the police straight away
· Lock sheds and garages and put away tools and equipment after use
· Security mark valuable items using a UV pen or forensic solution
· Consider installing a burglar alarm, if you don’t already have one


Facts supplied by Police.uk:
· Burglars target homes that they think will contain valuables. A giveaway is leaving packaging from expensive items outside your door
· Burglars often look for homes with windows or doors left open or with vulnerable features that they can exploit
· Burglars are aware of the times when someone is expected to be away from their house such as during the school run or holidays 
· Burglars typically do not want to be seen or heard and if they feel that they would be noticed by a neighbour or passer-by then they are more likely to feel exposed and may move on to find somewhere else to burgle 
· Burglars often choose a home because they’ve spotted a specific vehicle, motorcycle or bicycle they want to steal – and the keys are more than likely to be inside the residence
· Sheds and garages are often vulnerable as they are not that secure and contain tools which the burglar can use to assist them to gain entry to a home

It may be useful to consider looking at the home security checklist below:
[image: ]

Please see www.securedbydesign.com for more ways improve the security of buildings and their immediate surroundings. Secured by Design’s (SBD’s) product based accreditation scheme – the Police Preferred Specification - provides a recognised standard for all security products that can deter and reduce crime.







We have seen a rise in the reporting of dog thefts not only in the Ashford district but across the UK. Below is some guidance in relation to keeping your dog safe when out and about.
I have also included below several helpful posters from the Kent fraud alert system which are worth taking the time to read.
[image: ]
Police do not monitor community Facebook, Twitter, neighbour next door apps etc...and these are not the correct way to report things going on, otherwise we are unaware and unable to help you in your community. 
I hope you have found this newsletter interesting. Please feel free to share it with others
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Kent Police Ashford & @KentPoliceAsh - Aug 6
In response to recent reports of #ASB, a S34 dispersal order will be in place
across Ashford town centre and @VictoriaParkABC this weekend. Non-
compliance may lead to arresting those involved in such behaviour. Please
report any such incidents via 101 or via our website. 02-0707
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10 You Retweeted
Kent Police (UK) @ @kent_police - Aug 9
A paedophile from #Ashford who paid women in the Philippines to make
videos of child abuse that he directed has been jailed for nine years.
kent.police.uk/news/kent/late.
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Kent Police Ashford & @KentPoliceAsh - Aug 9

An 18-year-old man has been charged and remanded in connection with the
rape of a woman in town centre.

Read more about the case here:

Suspect charged with Ashford rape to appear in court
Following an investigation into the incident on Saturday 31 July, an 18-
year-old man has been charged.

& kent.police.uk
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Kent Police Ashford & @KentPoliceAsh - Aug 9

Productive evening for #Ashford ASBOfficer and PCSO from Ashford CSU
proactively patrolling the #Victoria and # area. 2 vehicles
shown on our systems as uninsured and untaxed - 2 vehicle:

#WalkingHome }, #Taxit #Insure’
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Kent Police Ashford & @KentPoliceAsh - Aug 14
There is currently a dispersal order in place for town centre and

. Ashford officers have been in the locations today
providing a visible presence. Please use the below link to report ASB online
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Kent Police Ashford & @KentPoliceAsh - Aug 17
going head to head in a short sprint race at

With a few extra kilos of body armour and equipment, and pair of patrol

boots, it was our town officer who only just won it.

Thanks to this lad for the entertainment.

Rollon 0O
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Kent Police Ashford & @KentPoliceAsh - Aug 17
have been on foot patrol in 2

Officers had some enjoyable community engagement with no issues to

report.
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Kent Police Ashford & @KentPoliceAsh - Aug 19
K] Ashford Interfaith Group Walk took place yesterday and was a fantastic
event. Thank you to every one involved. The event was well attended by
many members of the local community. The walk took place from St Mary’s
Church in the Town Centre to Ashford Mosque.
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Ashford PCSOs and Cadets are currently at the fountain at #Victoria Park
carrying out bike marking. We will be here until 2pm. We will then be moving
onto Little Burton, outside the OneStop Shop. We will be there from 2.30 -
3.30pm. Please come along #CrimePrevention CS

Kent Police Ashford & @KentPoliceAsh - Aug 20
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Kent Police Ashford & @KentPoliceAsh - Aug 22

) {AshfordCPT on foot patrol in @VictoriaParkABC providing some presence
s we see people walking home from what we hope was an enjoyable night
with a few laughs shared.

Take care getting home everyone
AS
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Kent Police Ashford & @KentPoliceAsh - 18h
#AshfordCPT saw this car hesitating from pulling off its driveway on seeing
their police car.

Now officers know why...no insurance.

At least he saved himself a tank of fuel as officers stopped him on the
forecourt when he was just about to.

Vehicle seized.

#WalkingHome

310777
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Kent Police Ashford & u
Misuse of Drugs Act search warrant executed at a property in South
Ashford by #AshfordCPT and #EastKentDSU.

Several thousand . controlled drugs, scales and other items
of evidential value seized during the search.

A job for our CID Team of detectives & £ (

#TeamKent

AS
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How to check the security of your home
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Advice — Dog theft
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Contacting Kent Police

Find your answer online. Browse our A to Z question
finder www.kent.police.uk/askthepolice

Email your local policing team.
Visit www.kent.police.uk/yourarea

For non-urgent issues, call 101

In an emergency, if crime is in progress or
i in danger, call 999

If deaf or speech impaired, text "police’ and your
message to 60066

Find us on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter @kent_police or find your local
account at www.kent.police.uk/yourarea

Follow us on Instagram @kent_police
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